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The study provides an overview of the events, persons, and issues 
involved in the capital of Cyprus during the period 1825–1877. 
The first volume contains an analysis of the sources, and in the 
light of the historical events of the second half of the 19th century, 
it monitors the population of Nicosia and the urban space sur-
rounded by its impressive Venetian fortifications, which served 
as the boundaries of city life. The second volume, the main body 
of the work, divided into two parts, incorporates the edition of the 
Greek and Ottoman censuses of the different ethnic groups liv-
ing in Nicosia during the years 1825–1877. This archival material 
offers the means to further explore many topics and opens up 
perspectives for another new, more comprehensive narrative of 
the history of the city in the late Ottoman period.
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The study investigates Greek and Ottoman archival material, 
and presents to the reader hitherto unexplored aspects of the 
history of Nicosia during the last century of Ottoman rule on 
the island. It also clarifies issues concerning its history in 
earlier centuries, reaching as far back as 1571, the year of its 
submission to the Ottomans. Consequently, it lays new 
foundations for a critical reevaluation of some opinions that 
have been prevalent until now regarding the topography of 
the city (the number and names of its districts), the history of 
the ethnoreligious communities (Greeks, Turks, Armenians, 

Maronites) that habitated the city, already from the Frankish 
and Venetian era. The first volume is a historical study that 
exposes the reader to the research results of a systematic treat-
ment of the population catastrophes of the Ottoman period, 
which are presented with rich annotation in the two following 
volumes of the work. The Greek and Ottoman sources 
published there make accessible valuable material for anybody 
interested in studying thus far unexplored topics related to 
the history of Cyprus.
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The study provides an overview of the events, persons, and issues 
involved in the capital of Cyprus during the period 1825–1877. 
The first volume contains an analysis of the sources, and in the 
light of the historical events of the second half of the 19th century, 
it monitors the population of Nicosia and the urban space sur-
rounded by its impressive Venetian fortifications, which served 
as the boundaries of city life. The second volume, the main body 
of the work, divided into two parts, incorporates the edition of the 
Greek and Ottoman censuses of the different ethnic groups liv-
ing in Nicosia during the years 1825–1877. This archival material 
offers the means to further explore many topics and opens up 
perspectives for another new, more comprehensive narrative of 
the history of the city in the late Ottoman period.
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Die Studie untersucht griechisches und osmanisches Archiv-
material in einer Gesamtschau und beleuchtet somit einen 
bisher unerforschten Aspekt der Geschichte Nikosias im letz-
ten Jahrhundert der osmanischen Herrschaft. Sie erläutert auch 
einige Fragen zur Geschichte der Stadt in früheren Jahrhun-
derten, die bis zum Jahr 1571, dem Jahr der Unterwerfung 
unter die Osmanen, zurückreichen. Folglich schafft sie Grund-
lagen für eine Neubewertung bestimmter, bisher gültiger 
Ansichten über die Topographie der Stadt (Anzahl und Namen 
der Stadtteile) und die Geschichte ihrer ethnoreligiösen 

Gemeinschaften (Griechen, Türken, Armenier, Maroniten), 
die bereits in fränkischer und venezianischer Zeit in der Stadt 
lebten. Der erste Band ist eine historische Studie, die den 
Leser mit den Forschungsergebnissen einer systematischen 
Behandlung der Bevölkerungskatastrophen der osmanischen 
Zeit vertraut macht, die in den beiden folgenden Bänden des 
Werkes kommentiert dargestellt werden. Die dort veröffent-
lichten griechischen und osmanischen Quellen macht denje-
nigen, die sich in Zukunft mit anderen Themen der Geschich-
te Zyperns beschäftigen wollen, wertvolles Material zugänglich.


