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A New Perspective on Library Culture

In Late-Ottoman Syria

This study provides a unique insight into the book cul-
ture of Aleppo in the 19th century. The document at
the heart of this book is the ‘renewed register of the
books endowed by ‘Uthman Pasha’. This register al-
lows a new perspective on what subjects were taught
in madrasas and what subjects such a madrasa library
covered. Among its over 1200 titles we find a variety
of different subjects, most importantly those con-
cerned with the transmitted fields of knowledge.
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Yet, this document also sheds light on the day-to-day
working of the library as it sets out the job description
of the librarian, the intended audience as well as the
usage conditions in previous book endowments. In a
second part, this study follows the 20th-century trajec-
tory of the books that once sat on the shelves of this
library. Most importantly, it succeeds in identifying for
almost half of the titles the actual manuscript among
the holdings of the Syrian National Library in Damas-
cus.
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Eine neue Perspektive
auf die spatosmanische
Bibliotheksgeschichte in Syrien
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Die vorliegende Studie stellt die Bedeutung von Kata-  Der spatottomanische Katalog der Buch-Stiftung des
logen historischer Bibliotheken in den arabischen Ldn-  ‘Uthman Pasha zugunsten der Ridaiya Schule in
dern heraus. Ein zuvor unbeachtetes Dokument wird  Aleppo.
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