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The latest Research on Academic Careers

The academic workforce is recognised as being key to the 
ability of both modern economies to innovate and societies 
to solve current problems and avert future ones. However, 
the German academic system is characterised by increasingly 
fierce competition and offers young researchers career 
prospects that are difficult to plan. This special issue aims 
to understand the social mechanisms behind the career 
decisions, prospects and paths of higher education graduates 
both inside and outside academia. It sheds light on employ-
ment trajectories and monetary returns, the embedding of 
careers in private and professional social networks and 
academic recruitment processes. The contributions in this 
special issue provide the latest research in a vibrant research 
field.
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