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Foreword

This volume stands in connection with the fellow programme of the Centre
for Religion, Economy and Politics, focusing on “Religion and Develop-
ment in the Global South”. This programme coordinated an international
group of scholars of diverse disciplinary backgrounds at the University of
Basel, Switzerland. Whereas a first publication of this two-year research col-
laboration focusses on Christian Faith-Based Organisations (Koehrsen and
Heuser (eds.), Faith Based Organizations in Development Discourses and
Practice, Routledge 2020), this volume offers multi-religious as well as inter-
religious perspectives on the connection between religion and development.
The majority of the contributions to this volume are revised papers pre-
sented at the conference “Does Religion Make a Difference? Discourses
and Activities of Religious Development NGOs”, organised by the Centre
for Religion, Economy and Politics at the University of Basel, 9th-11th

November 2016. Apart from scholars that presented their research at the
conference, we have invited various authors to expand the range of case
studies by including additional religious backgrounds and regional contexts.
Put together, both publications provide insights into a broad array of reli-
gious non-governmental organisations, their areas of developmental prac-
tice and their religious profiles.

Various colleagues and institutions deserve our gratitude: special thanks
go to Claudia Hoffmann; apart from contributing to this volume as one of
the research fellows, she administered the fellow programme activities and
organised the conference. Helen Gilroy, Anabella Da Pra, and Anna
Kühleis assisted the editing of this volume. We also thank our colleagues
from the Centre for Religion, Economy, and Politics and the Faculty of
Theology at the University of Basel for their support of this fellow pro-
gramme. In addition, the Swiss University Conference, the Swiss National
Science Foundation, the Foundation for Basic Research in Human Sciences,
and the Voluntary Academic Society Basel (Freiwillige Akademische
Gesellschaft Basel) have sponsored the activities of the fellow programme.

This volume is printed with support by the Berta Hess-Cohn Stiftung
(Berta Hess-Cohn Foundation), Basel. The publication received further
funding by the German Association for Mission Studies (DGMW).

Andreas Heuser and Jens Koehrsen Basel, March 2020
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