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Preface

As the airplane finally took off from Berlin to Shanghai in August 2013, the
tension was overwhelming—up to then, not a single interview partner asked
had firmly agreed to meet me. At this time, it was not certain if "The Secret of
Lobbying in China" could ever be revealed. 270 days in China and years of
listening and transcribing all the information collected later, this book shows
how much the industry partakes in the development of standards in China's
building energy efficiency (BEE) industry. This study’s main goals are to
assess the spheres of lobbying influence and determinants of successful group
lobbying by analyzing four distinctive cases.

The findings of the detailed case study analysis will stimulate academic
scientific debates and close research gaps, but can be also used to formulate
recommendations for the industry on how to lobby successfully in China
and for Chinese officials on how to cope with such an influence. This
book reveals that firms should learn how to identify and appropriately
communicate with political stakeholders. It also shows that political elites,
who are responsible for technical and knowledge-intensive issues relating
to BEE standardization in China, are increasingly reliant on the external
advice of researchers, industry experts and others. Hence, while research re-
sults demonstrate that informal clientelist networks persist in China, there
is evidence of so-called “scientization of politics”. The lobby groups ana-
lyzed are able to transfer their expertise to the Chinese party state, which
allows conclusions about the influence of business lobbying in China in
similar knowledge-intensive sectors beyond BEE.

I designed my own research model to reliably measure lobbying influ-
ence and success by assessing the usefulness of lobbying targets, strategies
and resources that were chosen by the industry. The research results are
based on my extensive fieldwork in China between 2013 and 2015. More
than 250 qualitative interviews and various forms of participatory observa-
tion were undertaken to understand the ‘black box’ of policymaking in
China and find reasons for the influence and success of lobbying. Given
the sensitivity of the research, the study errs on the side of caution by keep-
ing all interviewees and information gained throughout the participatory
observation anonymous. A codification system discloses only each intervie-
wee’s title, background, affiliation and the interview date. In especially
sensitive instances, fictional acronyms were used for ease of reading.
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