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EU-Turkey relations have a long historic trajectory. Turkey is in future likely to remain,
despite political tensions, an important country for the EU in economic, political and
geostrategic terms. On the one hand, recent developments affecting the EU have mo-
tivated the Heads of State or Government to rediscover Turkey‘s relevance as ,key stra-
tegic partner’. On the other hand, prospects of Turkey‘s accession to the EU have rea-
ched an all-time low in the light of Turkey distancing itself from the political accession
criterion as well as the multiple internal crises the EU has been confronted with. This
renders EU-Turkey relations a highly topical issue for academic research.

The Centre for Turkey and European Union Studies (CETEUS) aims at providing a frame-
work for publications dealing with Turkey, the European Union as well as EU/German-
Turkish relations regarding multiple thematic dimensions as well as geographic con-
texts including the neighbourhood and the global scene.

Turkey and European Union Studies
edited by
Funda Tekin

Ebru Turhan
Wolfgang Wessels

Volume 3



Beken Saatcioglu | Funda Tekin [eds.]

Turkey and
the European Union

Key Dynamics and Future Scenarios

{} Nomos



© Coverpicture: Nesrin Ozdemir

This edited volume is one of the final outputs of the Research and Innovation Action
“The Future of EU-Turkey Relations: Mapping Dynamics and Testing Scenarios”
(FEUTURE) summarizing its key research findings. This project has received funding from
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant
agreement No 692976.

The finalisation of the present edited volume beyond the project’s lifetime was
supported by Institut fiir Europaische Politik, Berlin.

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the
Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data
are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de

ISBN  978-3-8487-5939-2 (Print)
978-3-7489-0069-6 (ePDF)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-3-8487-5939-2 (Print)
978-3-7489-0069-6 (ePDF)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Saatcioglu, Beken / Tekin, Funda

Turkey and the European Union

Key Dynamics and Future Scenarios

Beken Saatcioglu / Funda Tekin (eds.)

218 pp.
Includes bibliographic references and index.
ISBN  978-3-8487-5939-2 (Print) Onlineversion

978-3-7489-0069-6 (ePDF) Nomos eLibrary

1st Edition 2021

© Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, Baden-Baden, Germany 2021. Overall responsibility
for manufacturing (printing and production) lies with Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft mbH
& Co.KG.

This work is subject to copyright. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system,
without prior permission in writing from the publishers. Under § 54 of the German
Copyright Law where copies are made for other than private use a fee is payable to
“Verwertungsgesellschaft Wort”, Munich.

No responsibility for loss caused to any individual or organization acting on or refraining
from action as a result of the material in this publication can be accepted by Nomos
or the editors.



Table of Contents

List of Abbreviations 7

Introduction 9

The Future of EU-Turkey Relations: Exploring the Dynamics and
Relevant Scenarios 11

Funda Tekin

Key Dynamics and Future Scenarios 29

Narratives of a Contested Relationship: Unravelling the Debates in
the EU and Turkey 31

Ebru Ece Ozbey, Hanna Lisa Hauge, Atila Eralp and Wolfgang Wessels

Contested Identities: Historicising and Deconstructing
Representations in EU-Turkey Relations 57

Senem Aydin-Diizgit, Bahar Rumelili

Politics are Taking EU-Turkey Relations Hostage: Explaining the
Ups and Downs in the Political Dimension of the Relationship 77

Eduard Soler i Lecha, Melike Sokmen, Funda Tekin

EU-Turkey Security Relations: Key Drivers and Future Scenarios 103
Doruk Ergun, Sinan Ulgen

Economic Drivers as Anchors of EU-Turkey Relations: Trade,
Finance and Knowledge 121

Erkan Erdil, Ibrabim Semih Akcomak

So Near and Yet So Far: Conflictual Cooperation for EU-Turkey
Energy Relations 145

Lorenzo Colanton:



Table of Contents

EU-Turkey Relations on Migration: Transactional Partnership
Angeliki Dimitriadi, Ayban Kaya
Conclusions

EU-Turkey Relations: Towards a Transactional Future amid
Conflictual Cooperation?

Beken Saatgioglu
Acknowledgements
Notes on Contributors
Series Editors

Register

167

187

189

207

209

213

215



List of Abbreviations

AKP
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BREXIT
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CBRN
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COP21
COVID-19
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DCFTA
DGMM
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ECtHR
EEA
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Justice and Development Party
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Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act
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Chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear

Balance of payments statistics of the Central Bank of the Republic of
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United Nations Climate Change Conference
Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2

Common Security and Defence Policy
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European Convention on Human Rights
European Court of Human Rights
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European Free Trade Association
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European Parliament
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European Police Agency
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EU Foreign Affairs Council

Foreign Direct Investments

Fethullahist Terrorist Organisation
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PYD Democratic Union Party
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SCO Shanghai Cooperation Organization

SMEs Small and Medium sized Enterprises
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S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the
European Parliament

TEKPOL Science and Technology Policy Research Centre

TEU Treaty on European Union
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TTIP Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

UK United Kingdom

UN United Nations
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US/USA United States/ United States of America

WMD Weapons of mass destruction

WWII World War II
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