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Preface

Chairing a political commission and pursuing ten priorities to be imple-
mented through a condensed annual work program based on new methods
of organizing work structures: Thus were the ambitions of Jean-Claude
Juncker when he took office as President of the European Commission in
2014. Throughout his five-year term, a team of researchers at the Center for
European Integration Studies (ZEI) monitored the implementation of the
work program of the EU Commission. The interplay between the European
Commission, initiating and executing EU legislation, the European Parlia-
ment and the Council, representing two pillars of legitimacy in their joint
role as legislative decision-makers, was followed in a consistent way un-
paralleled in European academia. Continuous internet-based coverage of
the state of play and regular interim assessments provided the basis for this
book: A comprehensive analysis and commentary of EU politics between
2014 and 2019. Robert Stiiwe and Thomas Panayotopoulos, supported by a
highly competent team, enrich the multi-facetted literature on the European
Union in a most innovative and inspiring way. Their assessment of EU pol-
itics between 2014 and 2019 sets new and higher standards for future ob-
servers and analysts.

Prof. Dr. Ludger Kiihnhardt
Director, Center for European Integration Studies (ZEI)
July 2020
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Area of Freedom, Security and Justice within the EU
Bilateral Investment Treaty
Common European Asylum System

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, free-trade agree-
ment between Canada and the European Union

Common Foreign and Security Policy

Court of Justice of the European Union

Capital Markets Union

Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized En-
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Digital Single Market
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