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PREFACE

The use of the expression Judicial Epistemology to define an independent
field of research was originally presented for the first time in my book in 1979
focusing on Fatto e valore nel Sistema probatorio penale (Fact and value in the
criminal evidence system). The volume was published with the support of Gian
Domenico Pisapia, my unforgettable Mentor, despite the fact that the theme
(then) appeared to many too new compared with the habitual scholarship at that
time in the field of criminal procedure.

It was equally courageous of the publisher Giuffré to accept my proposal to
set up a Series of Epistemologia giudiziaria (Judicial Epistemology), the first
volumes of which came out at the same time in 1997 thanks to Paolo Garbolino
and Claudio Pizzi, two Colleagues who would continue to work on the Series
and who have also become good friends as a result of countless discussions
(frank and at times rather animated) with a view to channelling our specific
backgrounds into the formation of a genuinely interdisciplinary vision, identify-
ing the prospects for bringing together aspects of logical-philosophical profiles
and the judicial ones of the various questions.

Finally, in 2014-2015, the Faculty of Law at the Universita Cattolica del
Sacro Cuore of Milano set up and entrusted to me the first courses of Judicial
Epistemology in Italy (and not only Italy), also coordinating it with the courses
in procedural law taught in the same Faculty: the issues raised by the subject, do
not in fact solely pertain to the field of criminal procedure (my original back-
ground and which I continue to study), but also deal with civil and administra-
tive processes, which are indeed frequently mentioned in the course of the fol-
lowing pages.

To all of these (University, Colleagues, Publisher), 1 can only publicly ex-
press my warmest gratitude for having made it possible for me (within the evi-
dent limitations of my capabilities) to engage in scholarship and also teach a dis-
cipline which fills me with such enthusiasm and the further study of which I
frrmly believe to be essential for the proper administration of justice.

It is also the desire to express this gratitude which spurred me to bring to-
gether here all my reflections on the topic, in an attempt to put some order on
what had been discussed on other occasions as well as to make some fresh ob-
servations.
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At times however (perbaps too often), the enthusiasm for work detracts too
much time from family life. Without in any way using this as some sort of a jus-
tification (which would in any case be impossible), my deepest heartfelt thanks
for having put up with me (and supported me) over the years go to my family,
and above all, to my wife Paola whose love fills up my life.

September 2014 Giulio Ubertis
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